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Alabama, October 1, 2018 Press Release 

FREQUENTIS USA completes voice switch modernization for the US 

Army in Fort Rucker Alabama 

Frequentis has been replacing legacy voice communications systems for the US Army with Next 

Generation solutions since 2015, as a key agency partner on the Interim Voice Switch 

Replacement (IVSR) contract with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Over 45 army sites 

have been completed to-date under the multi-year contract, with the largest installation for Fort 

Rucker Cairns Airfield Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) and Cairns Army Radar Approach Control 

(ARAC). The installation, test and deployment strategy enabled zero downtime and transparent 

system replacement to operational users.  

Fort Rucker, the U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, is the Army Aviation Branch's training and 

development center, located in Alabama and serves as the primary flight training base for Army Aviation 

officers and soldiers, along with hosting the Army Air Traffic Control school. 

The modernization included replacement of Small Tower Voice Switch (STVS) systems at sixteen stage 

fields, and five Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch (ETVS) systems at four base fields, two of which of were 

located at Cairns Army Airfield.  

The IVSR system for Cairns ARAC was the largest Army facility to be modernized, consisting of 34 positions, 

53 air-ground radios, and 58 ground-ground telecommunications lines. This was also the most demanding of 

all army installations to-date, due to the nature of the site which allowed for no interruption to operational 

service during the transition.  The installation, test and deployment strategy ensured this was a success. 

“We are extremely pleased that controllers in the Cairns ARAC and Hub were able to go to work with all 

IVSR positions installed and 100% of the radios and phones working and that there was no impact to 

operations during the entire four-week installation. A huge thanks to all involved in the project, for the long 

hours, patience, ingenuity required at some locations and most of all for your professionalism!”, said Lyle 

Voyles, Program Integrator, Fixed Base ATC Equipment Product Manager, Air Traffic Control (PM ATC) and 

Michael W. Bateman PdM Air Traffic Control APM Fixed Base ATC.  

Frequentis VCS3020 is the only voice communications system (VCS) currently on the market that is 

certified for operation in the National Airspace System (NAS). A total of 161 systems have been 

installed to date under the FAA IVSR contract, providing award-winning VCS solutions for the FAA 

partner, providing complete system production, test, installation, cutover and maintenance support.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Aviation_Branch
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Frequentis USA continues to support the FAA with additional IVSR systems at both FAA and the 

Department of Defense air traffic control terminal facilities as part of its longstanding commitment to 

providing reliable and safe edge-technology systems and logistics support. 

“This was a demanding and important project for the US Army and we are pleased to have been able to 

successfully complete it in the required timeframe and without any service interruption to Cairns ARAC. 

We look forward to completing the remaining IVSR installations for the US Army, supporting the mission 

of training Aviation Officers and pilots while modernizing the ATC communication at all army bases.” 

says Leonard Swiontek, President of Frequentis USA, Incorporated. 

At its headquarters in Columbia, Maryland, Frequentis USA, Inc. designs, builds, integrates and provides 

round the clock support for communications systems, ATC legal recording, and information systems for the 

FAA, NASA, the Department of Defense, and Public Safety organizations in state and local governments. 

Frequentis’ IVSR systems incorporate a future-proof design including Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 

networking technology, using the latest Air Traffic Control specification ED-137 for IP-based air ground radio 

voice communications, as well as unmanned aircraft system (UAS) operation based on the latest 

requirements. 

 

About FREQUENTIS 

Frequentis is an international supplier of communication and information systems for control centres with safety-critical tasks. 
These control centre solutions are developed and distributed by Frequentis in the business segments Air Traffic Management 
(civil and military air traffic control, and air defence) and Public Safety & Transport (police, fire and rescue services, emergency 
medical services, vessel traffic and railways). Frequentis maintains a worldwide network of subsidiaries and local representatives 
in more than fifty countries. The company’s products and solutions are behind more than 25,000 operator positions in almost 140 
countries. With this extensive portfolio, Frequentis is the leading provider of voice communication systems… all making our world 
a safer place every day! 

For more information, please visit www.frequentis.com  
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