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Press release 

 

 

Brussels/Langen/Vienna 25 September 2018  

 

German air navigation service provider relies on 

European AIS Database  

 

DFS is the first major European air navigation service provider (ANSP) to deploy the 

central European AIS Database (EAD) for its pre-flight information service. The EAD 

Service is provided by EUROCONTROL on behalf of its member states and enables 

the seamless exchange of aeronautical data between ANSPs, airspace users and the 

EUROCONTROL Network Manager.  

 

DFS is using EAD Functions for flight plan management, the publication of national NOTAM 

and for the preparation of Pre-Flight Information Bulletins for pilots. The DFS AIS Portal 

(www.dfs-ais.de) receives AIS data from EAD. In the past, DFS had used an in-house 

system for the pre-flight information service. The change-over to the EAD Service delivers 

cost benefits for DFS, while the user experience remains at its high level of service quality. 

More than 400,000 flight plan messages are submitted to the DFS AIS Centre each year. 

 

The EAD primarily utilises technology provided by the Austrian company Frequentis. The 

operational service provider GroupEAD Europe ensures the availability of the worldwide 

NOTAM and operational dataset for the EAD Service. The EAD is the world's largest 

aeronautical database used by 53 ANSPs (inside and outside of Europe) and more than 250 

commercial users globally.  

 

Joe Sultana, Director Network Manager from EUROCONTROL said: "We have achieved a 

significant step forward in the further development of our EAD Service and Functions in close 

cooperation with our partners. We are glad that DFS, as one of the largest ANSPs in Europe 

and user so far, has decided in favour of EAD Service and Functions. Without a doubt, this 

will have a positive effect on the other major ANSPs (e.g. ENAV Italy, DSNA France, HCAA 

Greece, DECEA Brazil, ATNS South Africa) which are currently going through the migration 

process to the EAD Service and Functions."  

 

http://www.dfs-ais.de/
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Over the last few years, DFS has been working in close cooperation with EUROCONTROL 

and Frequentis on the further enhancement of the EAD system in collaboration with other 

EAD users. This resulted in new extended functionalities and optimised performance. The 

EAD Service received its Single European Sky certification from the European Aviation 

Safety Agency (EASA) in December 2016, which was a decisive factor leading DFS to 

deploy it in March 2018. The change-over project will conclude in September.  

 

Pierre Hermann, Director Aeronautical Information Management at DFS, said: "By using the 

EAD Service and Functions, DFS will benefit from cost savings as a result of the European 

system sharing costs between all member states. Using these synergies is much more 

economical than developing and maintaining our own AIS system. The future will see an 

even more digitalised world for European air navigation services; the exchange of 

aeronautical data between ANSPs and the Network Manager is another step on this 

journey." 

 

EUROCONTROL's follow-on project “enhanced EAD” (eEAD) aims to introduce the next 

state-of-the-art system and expects that this will be deployed in 2022. DFS and other ANSPs 

as well as airspace users will continue their active involvement in this common project.  

 

Dirk Withake, Vice President Aeronautical Information Management at Frequentis said: "We 

have significantly improved the performance and functionalities of the EAD system based on 

Frequentis’ smartAIM product suite, the only operational AIM hub available worldwide.  An 

updated system architecture in combination with a comprehensive test approach covering all 

relevant operational aspects delivered an evergreen smartAIM product stack. Additional 

focus on the overall system performance, operational safety and data security ensured the 

project could demonstrate its readiness for current requirements and enable substantial 

future growth of the EAD client base. This achievement is thanks to the close cooperation of 

all three partners and will yield benefits for DFS, EAD and its clients.”  

 

Media contacts: 

Nanda Geelvink, DFS Deutsche Flugsicherung GmbH 

Phone: +49 (0)6103 707-4164 

Nanda.geelvink@dfs.de  

 

Kyla Evans, EUROCONTROL 

Phone: +32 2 729 5095 

kyla.evans@eurocontrol.int 

 

Jennifer McLellan, Frequentis AG 

Phone:  +44 2030 050 188 

Jennifer.mclellan@frequentis.com 
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DFS Deutsche Flugsicherung GmbH, the German air navigation service provider, is a State-owned company 
under private law with 5,400 employees. DFS ensures the safe and punctual flow of air traffic over Germany. 
Around 2,000 air traffic controllers guide up to 10,000 flights in German airspace every day, more than three 
million movements every year. This makes Germany the country with the highest traffic volume in Europe. The 
company operates control centres in Langen, Bremen, Karlsruhe and Munich as well as control towers at the 16 
international airports in Germany. The subsidiary DFS Aviation Services GmbH markets and sells products and 
services related to air navigation services, and provides air traffic control at nine regional airports in Germany and 
at London Gatwick Airport and Edinburgh Airport in the UK. www.dfs.de  
 
EUROCONTROL supports European aviation by working closely with its partners to develop a seamless, pan-
European air traffic management (ATM) system that fully copes with the growth in air traffic, while maintaining a 
high level of safety, reducing costs and respecting the environment. EUROCONTROL works closely with EU 
institutions and provides technical support to the European Commission for the implementation of the Single 
European Sky. EUROCONTROL has 41 Member States: Albania, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and also has Comprehensive Agreements with the Kingdom of Morocco and the State of Israel.  
 
Frequentis is an international supplier of communication and information systems for control centres with safety-
critical tasks. These control centre solutions are developed and distributed by Frequentis in the business 
segments Air Traffic Management (civil and military air traffic control, and air defence) and Public Safety & 
Transport (police, fire and rescue services, emergency medical services, vessel traffic and railways). Frequentis 
maintains a worldwide network of subsidiaries and local representatives in more than fifty countries. The 
company’s products and solutions are behind more than 25,000 operator positions in over 130 countries. With this 
extensive portfolio, Frequentis is the leading provider of voice communication systems… all making our world a 
safer place every day! For more information, please visit www.frequentis.com  
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