
  

FREQUENTIS PRESS RELEASE  

 

 

Vienna/Langen, October 2015 

 

FREQUENTIS and Airbus Defence and Space Hand Over Link 16 Radio 

Network to the German Air Force 

 

Frequentis and Airbus Defence and Space have officially handed over the ground-based Link 16 

radio network to the German Air Force. The project includes the development and delivery of a 

nationwide radio data network based on the Link 16 standard.  

 

The Link 16 radio network facilitates the secure exchange of real-time situational awareness data and 

voice communication between command and control centres with MIDS-terminal-equipped platforms 

such as Eurofighter, AWACS and ships. The unique Link 16 radio network provides radio coverage all 

over Germany at about 5000 feet above ground level and allows the German Air Force flexible use of 

the Link 16 infrastructure. The system provides a secure multi-MIDS, multi-host and voice-conferencing 

capability with all communication taking place over IP.  

 

In 2011, two and a half years after contract award, initial operational capability was achieved. The 

German Air Force was at that time already able to use parts of the Link 16 network for day-to-day 

operations and to perform field tests. The outcome of the tests and the experience of the operations led 

to the optimisation and enhancements that make the Tactical Link 16 radio system what it is today. 

 

The project was executed by a joint consortium of Frequentis and Airbus Defence and Space, 

capitalizing on their respective experiences in advanced datalink projects. Airbus Defence and Space 

was responsible for the MIDS terminal integration while Frequentis took care of voice communications 

and network access. 

 

The Link 16 radio system consists of ten fixed Link 16 Equipment Suites at radio sites all over Germany, 

five fixed Link 16 Host Access Points collocated with the fixed and deployable control and reporting 

centres, and one transportable Link 16 Host Access Point. For secure voice transmission from the 

operator at the control and reporting centre to the platform, the system provides a Link 16 Secure Voice 

Panel connected to the Host Access points. For the management of the Link 16 radio system, two Link 

16 Remote Control Stations (Main/Standby) are provided. As the radio stations are normally unmanned, 

using the installed Crypto Control Unit the MIDS-Terminals at the Equipment Suite can be remotely re-

keyed with the necessary crypto keys. 
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With this project Frequentis is entering the domain of tactical datalink implementation in countrywide 

secure radio networks. In addition to this, the largest Link 16 network in Europe, Frequentis has also 

acquired experience with tactical datalink integration in air defence radio networks in Switzerland and 

Austria, enabling new functionality and capabilities for the operator positions of military air traffic 

controllers. 

 

Airbus Defence and Space has delivered airborne, shipborne and ground-based datalink capabilities for 

Eurofighter, SAMOC, Frigate and other military platforms and has acquired comprehensive Link 16 

expertise in various datalink projects. 

 

Background Information on FREQUENTIS 
Frequentis is an international supplier of communication and information systems for control centres with safety-critical tasks. These control 
centre solutions are developed and distributed by Frequentis in the business segments Air Traffic Management (civil and military air traffic 
control, and air defence) and Public Safety & Transport (police, fire and rescue services, emergency medical services, vessel traffic and 
railways). Frequentis maintains a worldwide network of subsidiaries, offices, and local representatives in more than 50 countries. The 
company's products and solutions from Frequentis are behind more than 25,000 operator positions in over 120 countries. With this extensive 
portfolio, Frequentis is the leading provider of voice communication systems... all making our world a safer place every day!  

For more information, please visit  www.frequentis.com 

Johannes Schmallegger, Key Account Manager Bundeswehr, Frequentis Nachrichtentechnik GmbH, johannes.schmallegger@frequentis.com, 
phone: +49 176 1300 8641 
Anja Strejcek, Consultant Corporate Communications, Frequentis AG, anja.strejcek@frequentis.com, phone: +43 1 81150-0  

 

Background Information on Airbus Defence and Space 
Airbus Defence and Space is a division of Airbus Group formed by combining the business activities of Cassidian, Astrium and Airbus Military. 
The new division is Europe’s number one defence and space enterprise, the second largest space business worldwide and among the top ten 
global defence enterprises. It employs more than 38,000 employees generating revenues of approximately €13 billion per year.  

For more  information, please visit www.airbusdefenceandspace.com  

Klaus Radlinger, Project Management Link 16 Radio Network, Airbus Defence and Space GmbH, klaus.radlinger@airbus.com, phone: +49 
7545 83419 

 

http://www.frequentis.com/
mailto:johannes.schmallegger@frequentis.com
file:///C:/Users/sverton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/76DM7AH8/anja.strejcek@frequentis.com
http://www.airbusdefenceandspace.com/
mailto:klaus.radlinger@airbus.com

